PERKINS, JIMMY
This is a 69-year-old lady whom recently was found to have abnormal chest x-ray and a CT that showed a lung mass that proved to be consistent with lung cancer. Since this was discovered, the patient has also developed metastasis into the bladder, bone and lymph nodes. This is despite the fact that she has been on chemotherapy with carboplatin and Alimta. The patient has lost weight. She has developed pancytopenia. She has developed ITP, myelodysplasia, and malignancy in the bone marrow also noted. The patient is in pain, not eating. Again weight has diminished. The patient has blood pressure 90/60 and quite weak. The patient suffers from protein-calorie malnutrition and renal insufficiency. Last creatinine clearance less than 30. Creatinine of 3.1. Most recent PET scan continue to show worsening lung mass in both the size and invasiveness of the tumor along with bladder cancer and history of hypertension. The patient has decided against chemo or radiation at this time because of side effects and has been placed on hospice. Given above findings, the patient most likely has less than six months to live and Jimmy meets the criteria for hospice care. Furthermore, he is now hypoxic, using oxygen because of the COPD, cor pulmonale and worsening comorbidities mentioned. Hospice has kept the patient comfortable and helped educate both the patient and family regarding end-of-life care. The patient’s end-of-life is near.
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